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P-04-329 Control of noise nuisance from wind turbines 

Petition wording 

We call upon the National Assembly for Wales to urge the Welsh Government 
to pass a statute controlling the noise nuisance from wind turbines during 
anti-social hours. We ask for the implementation of respite periods during 
which time turbines would be switched off. 

Background  

This petition was raised by James Shepherd Foster and collected 1074 

signatures. Supporting information provided by the petitioner is included 

below.  
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In addition to human health, the measure would also protect nocturnal creatures, bats, owls, etc. 

Jonathan Edwards MP has called for a measure such as this. Rhodri Glyn Thomas AM as called for a 

measure similar to this. This would not affect, or be affected by TAN 8, because TAN 8 does not deal 

with health implications of turbines.  Also it only requires turbine plate capacities as a value, and not 

the efficacy of the turbines themselves. Wales has a long history of neglect of Health and Safety 

issues, leading to large parts of the community having restricted lives.  During development, the 

hearing of the young should not be left to chance, and until substantial and medically accepted 

research points to a relaxation of the times and distances set out in this petition, we should err on 

the side of caution. 
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P-04-330 A Welsh-language Record in our Assembly 

Petition wording 

We are concerned about the status and use of the Welsh language in the 
National Assembly. Welsh is now an official language in Wales, and we are 
very proud of this development. Nevertheless, the decision to allow the 
Record—a document of the highest symbolic importance—to become, 
essentially, a monolingual English document, after having been entirely 
bilingual since 1999, runs counter to this development and denigrates the 
official status of the Welsh language. 

We therefore call on the National Assembly for Wales to return to a policy of 
providing a fully bilingual Record, so that the people of Wales can read the 
Assembly’s proceedings in their own language, be that Welsh or English. 
This is a matter of principle and of respecting the fundamental linguistic 
rights of the people of Wales. 

Background  

This petition was raised by Catrin Dafydd and collected 1334 signatures. 

Supporting information provided by the petitioner is included below.  
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Dear  

  

We Demand a Fully Bilingual Cofnod 

As an Assembly member you will be aware of the decision made during the third Assembly 

to cease the production of a fully bilingual version of the Record of Proceedings (Cofnod), 

and of the fact that the decision was unpopular among the public in Wales as well as with 

Assembly Members from all parties. I'm writing to you as a member of Cymdeithas yr Iaith 

Gymraeg, to ask you to support the return to a policy of providing a fully bilingual Cofnod 

so that the people of Wales can choose to read the Assembly proceedings in their own 

language, whether it is English or Welsh. We have written to the Commission and the 

Llywydd on this matter and we would be grateful if you could add some extra pressure.  

  

Welsh has now been confirmed as an official language in Wales through the Welsh 

Language Measure 2011, something we welcome most warmly, as do you I'm sure. The 

decision to let the Cofnod – a document of huge symbolic importance – to now become a 

mostly English-only document after it has been thoroughly bilingual since 1999 goes 

against this development and tramples the official status of Welsh in Wales. 

  

We all heard recently that the level of Welsh spoken in the Assembly has deteriorated 

significantly, and I'm sure you would wish to address this problem. We have no doubt that 

the lack of a bilingual Cofnod contributes towards this problem, since a bilingual context is 

needed in order for the use of Welsh to feel natural in the Chamber and elsewhere. There is 

a risk that the Welsh language will become no more than an ornament and a tokenism in the 

Assembly. This would undermine the language throughout Wales. 

  

The lack of a bilingual record is a matter of concern to us and other people from all over 

Wales have said they wish to campaign on this matter. We understand also that the Welsh 

Language Board is investigating the matter under the Welsh Language Act 1993. If the 

Assembly itself cannot comply with its Welsh Language Scheme, what hope is there for 

other organizations throughout Wales? 

  

We understand there is an intention to present a Bill to protect the Welsh language in the 

Assembly. This is a much-needed step and we will be keeping a keen eye on those 

developments. However, ensuring a fully bilingual Cofnod will be a basic requirement of 

the rhetoric of a 'truly bilingual organization' that is so often used with no consideration for 

what this means. A bilingual record is needed as a starting block, and other developments 

built upon that. This is a matter of principle, respecting the linguistic rights of the people of 

Wales at the most basic of levels. 

  

Lastly, I would like to remind you: when the Assembly first stopped producing a bilingual 

Cofnod, members of all parties came together to voice their concerns and sought to ensure it 

would continue in a fully bilingual format. I therefore urge you to reverse the decision taken 

by the previous Assembly regarding this crucial matter. 

  

I look forward to hearing from you. 

 

Catrin Dafydd 

Swyddog Polisi 
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Language Rights Group 

Cymdeithas yr Iaith Gymraeg 
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P-04-331 Filming and Recording of Council Meetings 

Petition wording 

We call upon the National Assembly for Wales to urge the Welsh Government 
to place a statutory requirement on all local authorities in Wales to record, 
broadcast or livestream all Council meetings which are open to the public, 
via their existing websites to ensure openness and transparency. This 
requirement should allow members of the public, as responsible observers, 
to record or film such meetings without the need for prior permission and to 
re-use the material freely to provide a direct and wider line of 
communication to the electorate.  

Background  

This petition was raised by Jacqui Thompson and collected 223 signatures.  
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P-04-332 Local Authority Spending Details over £500 

Petition wording 

We call upon the National Assembly for Wales to urge the Welsh Government 

to place a statutory requirement on all local authorities in Wales to publish 

details of all spending over £500 in the interest of openness and 

transparency. The details should be published online and in a format 

accessible to the public with the freedom to re-use the data.  

Background  

This petition was raised by Jacqui Thompson and collected 77 signatures.  
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P-03-150 National Cancer Standards 

Petition wording 

 
We call upon the National Assembly for Wales to investigate whether Local 
Health Boards have the necessary strategies and action plans in place to 
deliver the target to comply with the National Cancer Standards by March 
2009 in RCT and throughout Wales, as a matter of urgency. 

 
Link to petition: 
http://senedd.assemblywales.org/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=869  
 
Petition raised by: Rhondda Breast Friends  
 
Number of signatures: The e-petition collected 43 signatures. In addition 
Rhondda Breast Friends have developed a charter regarding improvements 
required to cancer care services, supported by 1,475 signatories. 
 
Previously considered by the Committee on: 9 July 2008, 6 November 
2008, 13 January 2009, 10 February 2009, 31 March 2009, 24 November 
2009, 19 January, 23 March and 27 April 2010, 15 June, 30 November 2010, 
25 January, 15 March and 29 March, 12 July 2011. 
 
Update: Correspondence has been received from the Minister for Health and 
Social Services. 
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P-03-136 Parking in the Heath and Birchgrove areas of Cardiff 

Petition wording 
 

‘We would ask the Welsh National Government to: 
 
1. Advise the Cardiff and Vale NHS trust to: 
 

• provide sufficient parking on site for its staff and visitors by seeking 
suitable areas for hospital parking on site and on land such as the 
derelict area north of the allotments opposite Heath Hospital on the 
other side of Eastern Avenue 

 
• decentralise some of the services already on the Heath site and 

 
• cease selling hospital land in Cardiff and the surrounding area for 

housing. 
 
2. Recommend Cardiff County Council to: 
 

• refuse planning permission for further development on the Heath 
Hospital site unless a unit is removed from the site which has an 
equal traffic impact 

 
• discourage multi-occupation development in the area and 

 
• introduce limited time parking in streets within walking distance of 

Heath hospital. 
 
3. Consider within the Assembly the introduction of a system which would 
allow local groups to appeal to the Assembly when the council gives planning 
permission for a development which residents consider will exacerbate the 
problem of parking in the area.’ 
 

Link to petition: 
http://senedd.assemblywales.org/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=862  
 
Petition raised by: Cllr. Ron Page 
 
Number of signatures: 500+ 
 
Previously considered by the Committee on: 22 May, 9 July, 2 October, 6 
November 2008, 13 January, 27 January, 17 March, 8 December 2009, 23 
March, 13 July, 16 November 2010, 11 January, 25 January, 8 February, 1 
March, 29 March, 21 June 2011. 
 
Update: Correspondence has been received from the Minister for Health and 
Social Services.  
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P-03-219 Pharmacies in Barry 

 

Petition wording 

We call upon the National Assembly for Wales to urge the Welsh government 
to save our local high street pharmacies.  Our intention in submitting this 
petition is to point out the current anomalies of the present system of 
'neighbourhoods' as they stand with regard to relocating pharmacies in 
Wales. 

No pharmacy is allowed to make a 'minor' relocation as defined by the 
Pharmacy Regulations 1992 unless it falls within the defined neighbourhood 

Link to the petition: 
http://senedd.assemblywales.org/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=889  
 
Petition raised by: Aneurin Evans Chemists Ltd. and Judith Evans Pharmacies 
 
Number of signatures: 3000+  
 
Previously considered by the Committee on: 23 June, 6 October, 8 
December 2009, 1 February, 23 March, 27 April 2010, 8 February and 15 
March, 12 July 2011. 
 
Update: Correspondence has been received from the Minister for Health and 
Social Services.  
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P-03-221 Improved NHS Chiropody Treatment 
 
Petition wording 
 

We the Cynon Valley 50 plus Older People’s Forum wish to present a petition 
for improved Chiropody Service (footcare) to be available on the NHS 
especially for Older People who are housebound in the RCT area: 

Please sign our petition  

Link to the petition: 
http://senedd.assemblywales.org/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=893  
 
Petition raised by: Cynon Valley 50 plus Older People’s Forum 
 
Number of signatures: 49 
 
Previously considered by the Committee on: 9 June, 22 September and 24 
November 2009, 19 January, 23 March, 11 May, 29 June 2010, 1 March, 29 
March, 12 July 2011. 
 
Update: Correspondence has been received from the Minister for Health and 
Social Services. 
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P-03-222 National Osteoporosis Society 

 

Petition Wording 
 
The National Osteoporosis Society calls upon the National Assembly for Wales 
to urge the Welsh government to fully implement the Falls and Fractures 
Standard in the National Service Framework for Older People, ensuring that 
patients with and at risk of fragility fractures are identified, assessed and 
treated by Fracture Liaison Services (FLS) in all of the new Local Health 
Boards. We would like a FLS to be linked to every hospital that receives 
fragility fractures, and ask that the Welsh government insists upon universal 
provision of FLS’s across the NHS in Wales 
 

Link to petition: 
http://senedd.assemblywales.org/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=894  
 
Petition raised by: National Osteoporosis Society 
 
Number of signatures: 22 
 
Previously considered by the Committee on: 7 July 2009, 6 October 2009, 
24 November 2009, 29 June 2010, 12 July 2011. 
 
Update: Correspondence has been received from the Minister for Health and 
Social Services. 
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P-04-327 Keep our Community Hospital  

Petition wording 

We the undersigned call upon our National Assembly for Wales to urge 
the Welsh Assembly Government to look into and address the 
proposed closure of Blaina   and District Hospital by the local health 
board. 

 

Link to petition:  
http://senedd.assemblywales.org/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=1286&opti
onId=0    

Petition raised by: Mandy Howells 

Number of signatures: 40 

Previously considered by the Committee on: 12 July 2011. 

Update: Correspondence has been received from the Aneurin Bevan Health 
Board and the Minister for Health and Social Services. 
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P-03-301 Equality for the transgender community 

Petition wording 

We the undersigned call upon the National Assembly for Wales to urge the 
Welsh Government to ensure that the transgender community is given equal 
support and direct assistance, as given to comparable communities such as 
Sexual Orientation support groups, to promote equality and awareness for 
the transgender community.   

Link to petition: 
http://senedd.assemblywales.org/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=898  
 
Petition raised by: Sophie Morris 
 
Number of signatures: 113 
 

Previously considered by the Committee on: 28 September 2010, 11 
January, 1 March, 29 March, 21 June, 12 July 2011. 
 
Update: Correspondence has been received from the Health and Social Care 
Committee, the Minister for Health and Social Care and the British Medical 
Association Wales.   
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 Ffôn / Tel: 029 2089 8403 

E-bost / E-mail: HSCCommittee@wales.gov.uk 

 

 
 

Y Pwyllgor Iechyd a Gofal Cymdeithasol 
Health and Social Care Committee 

  
 

  
 
 

 
William Powell AM 

Chair 

Petitions Committee 

National Assembly for Wales 

Cardiff Bay 

Cardiff CF99 1NA 

 

 

   Bae Caerdydd / Cardiff Bay 
Caerdydd / Cardiff  CF99 1NA 

 
 
 

  
13 July 2011 

 
Dear William, 
 
Petitions: P-03-292 Public Toilet Provision and  
P-03-301 Equality for the Transgender Community 
 
Thank you for your recent letter referring the above petitions to the Health and 

Social Care Committee. 

 

At its meeting this morning, the Committee agreed that it would undertake two 

short, focused inquiries over the summer and return to its longer term 

programme at the start of the autumn term, when the legislative timetable 

would be clearer. 

 

The Committee felt that both petitions raised important issues and agreed that 

it would consider them as potential inquiry topics when agreeing its longer 

term work programme in the autumn.   

 

I will write to you again in the autumn, once the Committee has had an 
opportunity to consider the petitions in more detail and is able more fully to 
take account of the other strands in its workload. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
 

Mark Drakeford AM 
Committee Chair  
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09 August 2011 

 
P-04-301 Equality for the Transgender Community  
 
Firstly thank you for giving the BMA General Practitioners Committee Wales opportunity to comment on the 

above.  
 
Training on equality and diversity forms part of the GP training curriculum and all trainers in Wales have to 

complete training on this subject also.  
On the whole we believe that the training is adequate to supply the needs.  
 
GPC Wales believes that all patients should be treated equally and more often than not transgender patients need 

specialist treatment for  
psychological problems while waiting for surgery and are referred to the relevant professionals.  
 
If you need anything further from me please do not hesitate to contact me directly.  
 
Best Regards  
Donna  
 
Mrs Donna Martin 
Committee Executive Officer 
General Practitioners Committee (Wales) 
British Medical Association Wales 
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P-03-292 Public Toilet Provision 

Petition wording 

We, the undersigned, call upon the National Assembly for Wales to investigate 
the health and social well-being implications resulting from public toilets 
closures and to urge the Welsh Government to issue guidance to local 
authorities to ensure adequate public toilet provision. 

Link to petition:  
http://senedd.assemblywales.org/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=887  

Petition raised by: Cllr Louisa Hughes 

Number of signatures: 430 

 
Previously considered by the Committee on: 15 June, 13 July, 30 
November 2010, 1 March, 29 March, 21 June, 12 July 2011. 

Update: Correspondence has been received from the Health and Social 
Care Committee.  
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 Ffôn / Tel: 029 2089 8403 

E-bost / E-mail: HSCCommittee@wales.gov.uk 

 

 
 

Y Pwyllgor Iechyd a Gofal Cymdeithasol 
Health and Social Care Committee 

  
 

  
 
 

 
William Powell AM 

Chair 

Petitions Committee 

National Assembly for Wales 

Cardiff Bay 

Cardiff CF99 1NA 

 

 

   Bae Caerdydd / Cardiff Bay 
Caerdydd / Cardiff  CF99 1NA 

 
 
 

  
13 July 2011 

 
Dear William, 
 
Petitions: P-03-292 Public Toilet Provision and  
P-03-301 Equality for the Transgender Community 
 
Thank you for your recent letter referring the above petitions to the Health and 

Social Care Committee. 

 

At its meeting this morning, the Committee agreed that it would undertake two 

short, focused inquiries over the summer and return to its longer term 

programme at the start of the autumn term, when the legislative timetable 

would be clearer. 

 

The Committee felt that both petitions raised important issues and agreed that 

it would consider them as potential inquiry topics when agreeing its longer 

term work programme in the autumn.   

 

I will write to you again in the autumn, once the Committee has had an 
opportunity to consider the petitions in more detail and is able more fully to 
take account of the other strands in its workload. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
 

Mark Drakeford AM 
Committee Chair  
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P-03-162 Road Safety in Llanspyddid 

Petition wording 
 

We, the undersigned, hereby petition the Welsh Assembly Government to 
improve road safety in the village of Llanspyddid, Brecon, Powys through 
implementation of traffic calming measures such as a reduction in the current 
speed limit, improved roadside lighting and improved signage on the A40. 

 
Link to petition: 
http://senedd.assemblywales.org/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=875  
 
Petition raised by: Llanspyddid Residents Association 
 
Number of signatures: 67 
 
Previously considered by the Committee on: 6 November 2008, 13 
January, 2 March, 24 November 2009, 19 January, 23 March, 25 May, 16 
November 2010, 25 January, 29 March, 21 June 2011. 
 
Update: Correspondence has been received from the Minister for Local 
Government and Communities.  
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P-03-316 Make maintenance of existing School Crossing Patrols a 
non-negotiable part of WAG Transport Grant to local Councils  

Petition wording 

We call upon the National Assembly for Wales to urge the Welsh Government to make 
it a condition of acceptance of any Welsh Assembly Government Transport Grant, 
that the relevant council continues to employ School Crossing Patrols to safeguard 
our children. In particular, maintaining the existing number and location of patrols 
as existed in 2010 and that the status of these patrols not change unless approved 
by the majority of parents at the relevant schools.  

Link to petition:  
http://senedd.assemblywales.org/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=924  

Petition raised by: Mr C Payne 

Number of signatures: 229 

Previously considered by the Committee on: 1 March, 29 March, 21 
June 2011. 

Update: Correspondence has been received from the Minister for Local 
Government and Communities. 
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P-03-273 Transportation of wind turbines in Mid Wales 

 

Petition wording 

We call upon the National Assembly for Wales to urge the Welsh Government 
to issue guidance to Local Planning Authorities to ensure that communities 
are properly consulted on wind farm developments, that impact on road 
infrastructure is properly assessed and that the broader effects of traffic 
disruption on sectors such as tourism are properly considered before any 
development is approved to take place.  We believe the only way this can be 
properly concluded is by way of a public inquiry. 

Link to the petition: 
http://senedd.assemblywales.org/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=873  
 
Petition raised by: Welshpool Town Council 
 
Number of signatures: 1 
 
Previously considered by the Committee on: 19 January 2010, 23 March 
2010, 25 May, 13 July, 28 September, 16 November 2010, 25 January 2011 
and 29 March, 12 July 2011. 
 
Update: Correspondence has been received from the Environment and 
Sustainability Committee and the Volunteers for Abergorlech, Llansawel and 
Rhydcymerau. 
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Bae Caerdydd 
Caerdydd 
CF99 1NA 

Cardiff Bay 
Cardiff 

CF99 1NA 

 
Ffôn / Tel: 029 2089 8709/8544     

E-bost / Email: Dafydd.elis-Thomas@Wales.gov.uk 
                                  Virginia.Hawkins@wales.gov.uk 
        

 

 

Y Pwyllgor Amgylchedd a Chynaliadwyedd 
 
Environment and Sustainability Committee 
 

 

 

 

William Powell AM 
Chair 
Petitions Committee 

  
 
 

 
15 July 2011 

Dear William, 
 
Petitions: P-03-273 Transportation of wind turbines in Mid Wales 
P-04-324 Say No to TAN 8 – Windfarms and High Voltage 
 
Thank you for your letter regarding the above petitions.  You will recall that 
the Environment and Sustainability Committee considered your letter at its 
meeting yesterday, and agreed that the specific petitions should be included 
in the terms of reference for its inquiry into energy policy and planning in 
Wales.  The Committee will issue a consultation asking for written evidence 
over the summer and will hear oral evidence during the Autumn term. 
 
I will write to you again once the Committee has concluded its inquiry.  
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 

Dafydd Elis-Thomas 
Cadeirydd / Chair  
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GALAR 
Gwirfoddolwyr Abergorlech, Llansawel a Rhydcymerau 

Volunteers for Abergorlech, Llansawel and Rhydcymerau 
 

   

 

GALAR’s evidence to P-03-273 Transportation of wind turbines in mid Wales. 

The Petition 

We call upon the National Assembly for Wales to urge the Welsh Government to issue 

guidance to Local Planning Authorities to ensure that communities are properly consulted on 

wind farm developments, that impact on road infrastructure is properly assessed and that the 

broader effects of traffic disruption on sectors such as tourism are properly considered before 

any development is approved to take place. We believe the only way this can be properly 

concluded is by way of a public inquiry. 

 

GALAR would support the above petition.  While the Petition title sites mid Wales specifically, the 

petition itself refers to Local Planning Authorities and communities, which would be common to all 

areas subject to being on route to the SSA as determined by TAN 8. 

 

We would support the call for a public inquiry, and ask that the inquiry investigates the following 

areas:- 

� That a Traffic Impact Assessment
1
 be made on all SSA’s as determined in TAN 8, and on 

any further areas designated to meet WAG onshore windfarm plate capacity requirements.  

This TIA should determine the suitability of routes, and whether those routes can be used 

without adversely affecting other users and residents along the routes. 

� If the selected routes are found to be inadequate then upgrading, or alternative traffic 
infrastructure should be in place prior to developments commencing.  Unclassified roads 

and classified roads which form part of communities would have to be assessed as to impact 

before , during , and after the developments have taken place, to ensure change is minimal 

and the tourism and recreational features of routes are maintained. 

� The inquiry should investigate methods of traffic assessment and movement.  Simple traffic 

counting statistics employed at the moment are of little use.  Wind Farm construction 

imposes a special encumbrance on rural road networks.  Even developments below 50 MW 

create thousands of vehicle trips.  These vehicles are predominantly slow moving heavy 

goods vehicles occupying road networks at peak traffic times.  All the SSA’s have been 

designated in rural areas, least suited to handle industrial plant traffic.  

�  The SSA’s have also sought to concentrate developments in confined areas of the country 

side.  There is no mechanism in place to coordinate traffic between developments on the 

SSA. WAG looking to have all SSA developments completed by 2017, but there is no plan 

to control traffic by sequential installation. 

� The inquiry should also investigate route values in terms of emergency vehicle operation
2
, 

animal movements, and the potential tourist growth over the six year period. 

� Rural unclassified roads are a major tourist attraction, and recreational amenity in West and 

mid Wales, providing walkers, cyclists, equestrian and light access vehicles approach to the 

village communities.  The very areas  which Local Planning Authorities, through UDP’s and 

LDP’s, recognise as primary growth potential for a stronger rural economy
3
.  The inquiry 

should be aware that many of these roads have historical associations with Wales over the 

                                                           
1
 The TIA is at present made after approval by the Local Planning Authority under 50MW and by the IPC above 50MW 

See online footnote 1 
2
 In SSA G the unclassified road designated by all developers, is the most direct and fastest access to Carmarthenshire 

hospital services for three rural communities. See online footnote 2 
3
 This is also the ambition of the DEFRA supported National Ecosystems Assessment. See NEA Report (Footnote 3) 
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GALAR 
Gwirfoddolwyr Abergorlech, Llansawel a Rhydcymerau 

Volunteers for Abergorlech, Llansawel and Rhydcymerau 
 

   

last two centuries, as drovers trails, cattle and local market associations.  Many have only 

been paved in living memory.  Their preservation is of paramount importance, both as 

amenity attraction and a source of rich biodiversity, (especially in heavily farmed and over 

forested areas). 

� The inquiry should take evidence from Local Planning Authorities, and academia in respect 

of ecology and civil engineering.  Construction methods, as proposed in the developers 

EIA’s are not good enough to protect our biodiversity, ecology, or the future of our rural 

economies which lies in tourism.  SSA areas are set to become ad hoc industrial 

development sites.  Construction methods employed should be of the highest environmental 

standards and meet best practise to conserve biodiversity, and where possible reduce traffic 

impact.  

� Traffic impact on tourism must be a major factor, in consideration of a application. Defra, 

the NEA, UDP, and the LDP’s recognise tourism as the primary source of development of 

rural economy in Wales and the Welsh Assembly Government should enact legislation that 

protects this economic activity from development which has little or no local benefit. 

 

We look forward to the petitions committee putting these points forward, and recommending to the 

Welsh Assembly Government a Public Inquiry which will provide the basis for legislation in this 

area. 

 

GALAR 

15 September 2011      
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P-03-302 Compost processing plant 

Petition wording 

We call upon the National Assembly to urge the Welsh Government to call upon the 
Environment Agency (Wales) to take action to suspend operations at Bryn 
Composting, Gelligaer until such time as the operators can satisfy the Environment 
Agency (Wales) that they can resume operations in a way that will end the serious 
nuisance of odour pollution that blights the lives of local residents currently."   

 
Link to the petition: 
http://senedd.assemblywales.org/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=900  
 
Petition raised by:  Cllr Hefin David 
 
Number of signatures: 642 
 
Previously considered by the Committee on: 12 October, 16 November 
2010, 11 January, 1 March, 29 March, 21 June 2011.  
 
Update: Correspondence has been received from the Petitioner. 
 

Agenda Item 3.12
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Dear William  

I would like to thank your committee (and it's predecessor in the previous Assembly led by Christine 
Chapman) for the work that you have done to help find ways to resolve the odour problem at Bryn Ltd.  

Since the petition was first submitted, the Environment Agency have introduced an Odour 
Management Plan which contains some stricter enforcement powers and the requirement for the 
introduction of stronger management controls at the site.  

Unfortunately, this has still not wholly ended the odour problem and I am aware of the latest 
complaints on the 27th June which were reported to the EA by residents. I understand that the EA has 
the power to suspend activity for a period of time where odour is reported and I will be investigating 
whether this is ocurring at appropriate intervals at the next meeting of Caerphilly County Borough 
Council's Bryn Compost Liaison Group which takes place in early September.  

Since our last correspondence, the EA has introduced vastly improved communication processes and 
now writes directly to complainants, copying in local councillors and our AM and I think that this is 
directly attributable to the correspondence from your committee.   

The problem remains ongoing but I recognise the legal limitations imposed on the regulator and I 
would say that they have made progress as far as is currently possible, though this is a continually 
evolving situation. It seems from the correspondence from the EA that they are now willing to consider 
suspension of activity where they are able to acquire appropriate evidence. We will press them to take 
action as and when it appears necessary and we will scrutinise the extent to which they are using 
their regulatory power to the full.  

I believe that this progress has been made because of the ground level campaigning, led by residents 
and which we have been involved in as local councillors and the unstinting commitment of our AM Jeff 
Cuthbert who set up the original liaison group and later arranged a meeting between us, the then 
Minister Jane Davidson and the senior management of the EA. The correspondence from your 
committee has added a great deal of momentum to the process and has greatly aided communication 
between the EA and residents.  

I hope that we will see an end to the dreadful odour problem soon and if not, I maintain that the EA 
should suspend activity at the site, as requested in our original petition. 

Sincerely,  

Cllr Hefin David  
St Cattwg Ward  
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P-04-324 Say No to Tan 8 - Windfarms & High Voltage Power Lines 
Spoiling our Community 

Petition wording 

The Welsh Assembly Government Technical Advice Note (TAN) 8:- Planning 
for Renewable Energy (2005) document provides advice and guidelines which 
without doubt result in the desecration of our beautiful Mid-Wales 
Countryside. Following these guidelines, will spoil our beautiful landscape, 
increase health risk from electro-magnetic radiation, damage tourism which 
is one of the main employment sectors, devalue properties and cause major 
environmental damage.  
 
When the technical advice note popularly known as TAN 8 was issued by the 
Welsh Assembly Government in 2005, the local population did not truly 
grasp the scale of what it meant to the inhabitants of Mid Wales. 
 
The Technical Advice Note TAN 8 will allow hundreds of huge wind turbines 
to be built upon wind farms within our communities. 
 
As a result of the construction of these wind farms the National Grid will be 
obliged to construct power transmission lines to carry the power to where it 
is needed, although it is recognised that the National Assembly for Wales are 
not involved in the decision to route these power lines. 

 
We call upon the National Assembly for Wales to urge the Welsh Government 
to undertake a major review of the TAN 8 policy to include more public 
consultation. 

 

Link to the petition: 

http://senedd.assemblywales.org/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=1017  

 

Petition raised by:  John Day 

Number of signatures: 3249 signatures. Associated petitions collected over 

13,500 signatures. 

Previously considered by the Committee on: 12 June, 21 July 2011. 

Update: Correspondence has been received from the Minister for 

Environment and Sustainable Development, the Environment and 

Sustainability Committee and the Department of Energy and Climate Change 

and the Volunteers for Abergorlech, Llansawel and Rhydcymerau. 

 

Agenda Item 3.13
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Bae Caerdydd 
Caerdydd 
CF99 1NA 

Cardiff Bay 
Cardiff 

CF99 1NA 

 
Ffôn / Tel: 029 2089 8709/8544     

E-bost / Email: Dafydd.elis-Thomas@Wales.gov.uk 
                                  Virginia.Hawkins@wales.gov.uk 
        

 

 

Y Pwyllgor Amgylchedd a Chynaliadwyedd 
 
Environment and Sustainability Committee 
 

 

 

 

William Powell AM 
Chair 
Petitions Committee 

  
 
 

 
15 July 2011 

Dear William, 
 
Petitions: P-03-273 Transportation of wind turbines in Mid Wales 
P-04-324 Say No to TAN 8 – Windfarms and High Voltage 
 
Thank you for your letter regarding the above petitions.  You will recall that 
the Environment and Sustainability Committee considered your letter at its 
meeting yesterday, and agreed that the specific petitions should be included 
in the terms of reference for its inquiry into energy policy and planning in 
Wales.  The Committee will issue a consultation asking for written evidence 
over the summer and will hear oral evidence during the Autumn term. 
 
I will write to you again once the Committee has concluded its inquiry.  
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 

Dafydd Elis-Thomas 
Cadeirydd / Chair  
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GALAR 
Gwirfoddolwyr Abergorlech, Llansawel a Rhydcymerau 

Volunteers for Abergorlech, Llansawel and Rhydcymerau 
 

  

Galar’s submission with regard to e-Petition P-04-324: Say No to Tan 8 - 

Windfarms & High Voltage Power Lines Spoiling our Community 

 

The Petition 
The Welsh Assembly Government Technical Advice Note (TAN) 8:- Planning for Renewable 

Energy (2005) document provides advice and guidelines which without doubt result in the 

desecration of our beautiful Mid-Wales Countryside. Following these guidelines, will spoil our 

beautiful landscape, increase health risk from electro-magnetic radiation, damage tourism 

which is one of the main employment sectors, devalue properties and cause major 

environmental damage.  

When the technical advice note popularly known as TAN 8 was issued by the Welsh Assembly 

Government in 2005, the local population did not truly grasp the scale of what it meant to the 

inhabitants of Mid Wales.  

The Technical Advice Note TAN 8 will allow hundreds of huge wind turbines to be built upon 

wind farms within our communities. 

As a result of the construction of these wind farms the National Grid will be obliged to 

construct power transmission lines to carry the power to where it is needed, although it is 

recognized that the National Assembly for Wales are not involved in the decision to route 

these power lines. 

We call upon the National Assembly for Wales to urge the Welsh Government to undertake a 

major review of the TAN 8 policy to include more public consultation 

 

GALAR supports the request for a major review to TAN 8 asks the petitions committee to 

consider the following points:- 

� TAN 8 was written under the constraints of Town and country planning acts, and therefore 

no offshore energy sources were considered.  The potential for offshore energy in Wales is 

far greater than onshore.  A reviewed TAN8 should take into account all areas of Wales 

inclusive of the seabed to 12 nautical miles from the shore. 

� The strategic search areas available were chosen, not for their viability, but as areas of 

poor quality land, assessed from an agricultural viewpoint.  The NEA report published this 

year recognises these areas of having very significant value in ecology terms as being 

carbon sink areas, although many of those areas are under threat of turning to carbon 

source after years of forestry mismanagement, producing inferior timber.  A reviewed TAN 

8 should look at land value from an ecological viewpoint. 

� TAN 8 set out criteria in topics such as plate capacity and visual impact, that should be 

adhered to in an SSA, and also on the basis of these plate capacities, the ability, local to the 

SSA of being able to accept grid infeed.  Developers have ignored these guidelines, which 

has led to a situation where massive pylon structures are required to transport infeed vast 

distances, (typically 40 Km) to an industrial point acceptable to the grid.  The only way, 

with a conventional wind turbine, to increase plate capacity; is to increase the height to Page 55



blade tip. For every metre higher vertically the linear distance between the turbines 

increases by a factor of 8, because of the air turbulence created by the larger rotors.  Air 

turbulence transmits sound, the greater the turbulence, the greater the distance.  The 

larger the turbine in relation to land mass the worse the visual amenity.  All these 

guidelines set out in TAN 8 final report 2006 have been ignored to the detriment of rural 

residents.  Yet Local Planning has been under duress from WAG to accept the developers 

disregard for TAN 8.  A review of TAN 8 should set limits to which the developer must 

adhere, or lose the entitlement to resubmission. 

� TAN 8 passed the responsibility of the EIA to the developer.  This has led to poor standards 

of habitat protection, ignoring completely seasonal breeding and feeding and development 

of hard standings and other concrete or quarry product footprint far higher than required.  

The reason for passing on this responsibility is purely cost and abdication of responsibility.  

A reviewed TAN 8 must take the EIA out of the developer’s hands and put it firmly into the 

control of the building inspectorate, to avoid jerry building, and poor habitat protection. 

General Comments 

1) Ove Arup made a very good job of the TAN 8 Final Report to Carmarthenshire County 

Council.  From an engineer’s viewpoint it is an easy report to see how they were trying to 

give reasonable visual amenity while providing an acceptable plate capacity, and their 

conclusions on other site factors.  Had not recommendations been ignored, there would be 

less contention.  However, the firm should not make policy decisions that rightly belong 

with WAG.  Their advice should have been mitigated with local involvement in SSA’s 

2) Hydrology should pass from TAN 8 to TAN15, and TAN 15 should be strengthened.  Flood 

from upland sources is a threat throughout Wales, and cannot be left in the hands of 

companies with little experience, or the will, to spend money on undertaking a thorough 

job, its direction, inspection, and approval should rest with the Environment Agency. 

3) DECC are a non elected body, charged with promoting wind energy by the Westminster 

Government. They are too politically involved to be considered having a balanced view on 

renewable energy.  Wales is well blessed in academic expertise, in matters regarding global 

warming and renewable energy, we are a devolved nation and should have our own 

unbiased, science based committee, regarding green energy, carbon sink technology and 

recycling. 

4) TAN 8 should be reviewed to examine all forms of energy, (fossil and renewable), carbon 

capture, and recycling to form a cohesive policy.  It should be noted however that the 

interdependence with England, especially in the border counties, requires a fundamental 

rethink and equitable sharing of the burdens green energy imposes on the economies of 

the respective countries. 

We would like to add our thanks to the petitions committee for considering our submission, and if 

there is any further help or evidence to support the decision making process, we would be 

honoured to help. 

GALAR 

16 September 2011  
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P-04-326 No to Incineration  

Petition wording 

We call upon the National Assembly for Wales to urge the Welsh 
Government to revise its planning policy and policy on residual waste 
to provide a presumption against the building of incinerators, which 
send most of the carbon from waste into the air as CO2, emit ultra-fine 
particles that can be damaging to health, and create toxic ash. We 
believe that incineration is bad for the environment and bad for 
people. 

 

Link to petition:  
http://senedd.assemblywales.org/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=1019    

Petition raised by: Friends of the Earth Cymru 

Number of signatures: 1299 (An associated petition collected 13,286 
signatures)) 

Previously considered by the Committee on: 21 June 2011. 

Update: Correspondence has been received from the Minister for 
Environment and Sustainability. 

Agenda Item 3.14
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P-04-320 Social Housing Policy 

Petition wording 

We call upon the National Assembly for Wales to urge the Welsh 
Government to review its Social Housing policy in relation of the 
indigenous population of the country. 

Link to petition:  
http://senedd.assemblywales.org/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=924  

Petition raised by: Adam Brown 

Number of signatures: 45 

Previously considered by the Committee on: 21 June 2011. 

Update: Correspondence has been received from the Minister for Housing, 
Regeneration and Heritage. 

 

Agenda Item 3.15
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P-03-124 Cysgliad  

Petition wording 

 
We the undersigned call upon the National Assembly for Wales to request that 
the Welsh Assembly Government makes available, for free download, the 
Windows version of the Cysgliad Welsh dictionary/thesaurus. 

 
Link to petition: 
http://senedd.assemblywales.org/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=861&option
Id=0  
 
Petition raised by: Alun Evans 
 
Number of signatures: 11 
 
Previously considered by the Committee on: 11 June, 2 October, and 20 
November 2008, 31 March, and 19 May 2009, 19 January and 28 September 
2010. 
 
Update: Correspondence has been received from the Minister for Education 
and Skills. 
 

Agenda Item 3.16
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P-03-307 Design for Innovation in Wales 

Petition wording 

 
We call upon the National Assembly for Wales to urge the Welsh Assembly 
Government to consider the potential significant role for design in future innovation, 
public service and social enterprise policies and programmes. This is in the light of 
increased commitment to design agenda by other nations around the world and in 
preparation for a new Innovation Policy due to be published by the European 
Commission. This imminent new policy is likely to include a broader definition of 
innovation that embraces services in the public & private sectors and social 
enterprise on equal terms with traditional research and development (R&D).  
 

Link to petition:  
http://senedd.assemblywales.org/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=908  

Petition raised by: Gavin Cawood 

Number of signatures: 369 

Previously considered by the Committee on: 16 November 2010, 11 
January and 1 March, 12 July 2011. 

Update: Correspondence has been received from the Enterprise and Business 
Committee. 

 

Agenda Item 3.17
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Bae Caerdydd 
Caerdydd 
CF99 1NA 

Cardiff Bay 
Cardiff 

CF99 1NA 

 
Ffôn / Tel: 029 2089 8582       

E-bost / Email:enterprise&business.comms@wales.gov.uk    

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Y Pwyllgor Menter a Busnes 
Enterprise and Business Committee 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

Dear William, 

 

Thank you for your letter of 12 July 2011 referring three petitions to the 

Enterprise and Learning Committee. 

  

At our meeting on 13 July, the Enterprise and Learning Committee agreed to 

undertake an inquiry into Town Centre Regeneration, and we will therefore 

ensure the issue of Business Rates is included as part of this inquiry. 

 

The Committee also noted the petition on Design for Innovation in Wales, 

and will consider this petition further when we scope a potential future 

inquiry into Innovation Policy. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 
Andrew RT Davies AM 

Chair, Enterprise and Business Committee 

 

William Powell, Chair 
Petitions Committee, 
National Assembly for Wales 
 
 

 
18 July 2011 
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P-03-271 Business Rates in Narberth 

Petition wording 

We the business ratepayers of Narberth call upon the National Assembly for 
Wales to urge the Welsh Assembly Government to conduct an impact 
assessment on how businesses in the town will be affected by the changes in 
rateable values.  This assessment should include effect on jobs and business 
closures.  

Link to petition: 
http://senedd.assemblywales.org/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=871  

 
Petition raised by: Narberth Chamber of Trade 
 
Number of signatures: 91 
 
Previously considered by the Committee on: 19 January, 1 February, 
27 April, 25 May, 29 June 2010, 8 February, 1 March, 29 March, 21 
June, 12 July 2011. 

Update: Correspondence has been received from the Enterprise and 
Business Committee 

 

Agenda Item 3.18

Page 72



 

 

Bae Caerdydd 
Caerdydd 
CF99 1NA 

Cardiff Bay 
Cardiff 

CF99 1NA 

 
Ffôn / Tel: 029 2089 8582       

E-bost / Email:enterprise&business.comms@wales.gov.uk    

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Y Pwyllgor Menter a Busnes 
Enterprise and Business Committee 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

Dear William, 

 

Thank you for your letter of 12 July 2011 referring three petitions to the 

Enterprise and Learning Committee. 

  

At our meeting on 13 July, the Enterprise and Learning Committee agreed to 

undertake an inquiry into Town Centre Regeneration, and we will therefore 

ensure the issue of Business Rates is included as part of this inquiry. 

 

The Committee also noted the petition on Design for Innovation in Wales, 

and will consider this petition further when we scope a potential future 

inquiry into Innovation Policy. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 
Andrew RT Davies AM 

Chair, Enterprise and Business Committee 

 

William Powell, Chair 
Petitions Committee, 
National Assembly for Wales 
 
 

 
18 July 2011 
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P-03-286 Ceredigion Business Rates 

 

Petition wording 
 
We the business rate payers of Ceredigion, call upon the National Assembly for Wales 
to urge the Welsh Assembly Government to conduct and impact assessment on how 
businesses in Ceredigion will be affected by the changes in rateable values. 
 
This assessment should include effects on jobs and business closure. 

Link to petition: 
http://senedd.assemblywales.org/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=878  

 
Petition raised by: Ceredigion Business Ratepayers 
 
Number of signatures: 68 
 

Previously considered by the Committee on: 19 January, 1 February, 
27 April, 25 May, 29 June 2010, 8 February, 1 March, 29 March, 21 
June, 12 July 2011. 
 
Update: Correspondence has been received from the Enterprise and Business 
Committee. 

Agenda Item 3.19
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Bae Caerdydd 
Caerdydd 
CF99 1NA 

Cardiff Bay 
Cardiff 

CF99 1NA 

 
Ffôn / Tel: 029 2089 8582       

E-bost / Email:enterprise&business.comms@wales.gov.uk    

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Y Pwyllgor Menter a Busnes 
Enterprise and Business Committee 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

Dear William, 

 

Thank you for your letter of 12 July 2011 referring three petitions to the 

Enterprise and Learning Committee. 

  

At our meeting on 13 July, the Enterprise and Learning Committee agreed to 

undertake an inquiry into Town Centre Regeneration, and we will therefore 

ensure the issue of Business Rates is included as part of this inquiry. 

 

The Committee also noted the petition on Design for Innovation in Wales, 

and will consider this petition further when we scope a potential future 

inquiry into Innovation Policy. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 
Andrew RT Davies AM 

Chair, Enterprise and Business Committee 

 

William Powell, Chair 
Petitions Committee, 
National Assembly for Wales 
 
 

 
18 July 2011 
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P-03-204 Public Accountability and Consultation in Higher 
Education 

Petition wording 
 
We call upon the National Assembly for Wales to urge the Welsh government 
to introduce an open and transparent system to scrutinise the standards of 
service and value for money offered by the Higher Education sector in Wales, 
and to ensure changes in service levels are subject to public consultation. 

 
Link to petition: 
http://senedd.assemblywales.org/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=885  
 
Petition raised by: Trevor Mayes  
 
Number of signatures: 13 
 
Previously considered by the Committee on: 22 September 2009, 8 
December 2009 and 1 February 2010, 25 May, 13 July, 12 October, 16 
November 2010, and 29 March,12 July 2011. 
 
Update: Correspondence has been received from the Minister for Education 
and Skills and the Petitioner. 
 
 
 

Agenda Item 3.20
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Mr T W Mayes 

3 Tan y Castell 

Llwyn-y-Groes 

Tregaron 

SY25 6QB 

Email: trevormayes1@gmail.com 

 

Thursday, 18 August 2011 

 

To:  The Petitions Committee National Assembly for Wales 

 

Re: P-03-204 Public Accountability and Consultation in Higher Education 

 

I am pleased that the Petitions Committee has written to the Minister for Education Life Long 

Learning and skills with regard to my concerns relevant to the review of higher education 

governance and the issue of public consultation is going to be addressed. 

 

However, the report ‘Accountability and achievement’ does not fully address the depth nor the 

seriousness of the issues involved. While I made a submission to the review, my request to give oral 

evidence was ignored and the evidence given was not published, unfortunately, this means that the 

public are not fully informed of what goes on inside these institutions, the reasons for the 

recommendations made, or the way in which our money is spent. This leads to questions regarding 

the scrutiny of any legislation that is going to be passed and whether Universities Wales is going to 

make any real difference. 

 

With regard to the issue of public accountability, deregulation of higher education has left it open 

not only to abuse of position and risk taking but also the concealment of any maladministration. 

Currently the process of being able to take action in theory and actually doing it in practice do not 

exist. Under the Local Government Act 2000 the Auditor General was able to take over a higher 

education institution on the grounds of financial mismanagement, this was repealed under the 

Public Audit (Wales) Act 2004 when HEFCW took over this responsibility via a Memorandum of 

Understanding leaving the Wales Audit Office to verify if this had been done. This depends on the 

Wales Audit Office being told the whole story and if there is any doubt then there is no process 

whereby this can be verified.  

 

Regulation of university governance and financial management are two separate things and as far as 

Lampeter and Trinity St David are concerned HEFCW has failed to address both.  Therefore, with the 

proposed Universities Wales the power of intervention to take over a failing university is a positive 

step backwards. However, the Auditor General should have the power of direct investigation and 

intervention with regard to financial mismanagement. The Public Audit Act also took away the right 

of public complaint to the Auditor General and in my view this should also be reinstated. 

 

It has been proposed that many Welsh universities will merge in the future, however; there are 

issues and lessons to be learned from the way in which the merger of the University of Wales 

Lampeter and Trinity University College was conducted. I am therefore seeking an assurance that 

Universities Wales will consider these issues and matters of accountability will be addressed. 

 

I have complained to HEFCW on a number of issues and have asked for explanations, none of which 

was forthcoming including the following: 
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1. There was no required public consultation on the merger and I asked for the reasons why. 

 

2. I complained that the review of Lampeter by Haines Watts Corporate Finance which 

contained some very disturbing information was deliberately withheld from the governors of 

Trinity University College, the BBC and the public. A complaint to the Information 

Commissioner was partially upheld, but the exemption that it was withheld for commercial 

reasons was allowed although I may make a further complaint in light of new information. 

 

3. If such a report was withheld for commercial reasons form the shareholders of a private 

university then those responsible would have committed a criminal offence and found 

themselves in court. The public as stakeholders have every right to know what led to the 

failure of Lampeter, what is being done about it and for those responsible to be held to 

account and not paid off. I can only assume that the merger would not have taken place if 

the public knew what was going on and that public money could be better spent. 

 

4. Following on from this I complained that while Welsh universities are in the public sector 

and therefore not subject to the same criminal law, there had been a failure to comply with 

the ‘Seven Principles of Public Life’. The public have every right to expect the same 

standards of propriety from a Quango trusted with public finances as the private sector. 

 

5. I raised the issue of the illegal payment of expenses to senior office bearers at Lampeter 

contrary to UK government guidelines and charity law, and in my opinion the concealment 

of this maladministration has led to a breach of Royal Charter contrary to the Charity Act 

2006. I asked why HEFCW had dismissed previous complaints without investigating the 

matter according to its procedures. 

 

6. Members of an external organisation have been instrumental in these matters and in my 

view acted in its own interests and in which the Chair of HEFCW holds high office, he should 

have considered his position as is custom and practice. Public declaration of interests is not 

in itself an excuse for failing to do this. If after consideration the Chair considered that his 

involvement did not affect his duties then it is a properly considered decision. The fact is he 

did not consider then at all is contrary to the proper conduct of such matters. 

 

7. This also relaters to my complaint that Lampeter obtained £18 million pounds of taxpayers’ 

money by deception in that it failed to tell the truth regarding my objections to the Privy 

Council who have no powers of investigation or intervention. They had to obtain the Royal 

Charter in order for the merger to go ahead and was conditional upon receiving public 

funding. Telling lies to obtain money under any circumstances is fraud. 

 

8. I asked for an explanation as to why HEFCW had not used existing powers to withhold public 

funds from Trinity St David until these matters had been investigated and appropriate action 

taken. 

 

9. Not only was I totally dissatisfied with the responses from HEFCW who failed to address or 

answer any of the above issues, I was told that any further complaints would be ignored and 

I was also misled with regard to HEFCW’s complaints procedure. 

 

10. This led to another complaint concerning the CEO and Chair abusing their positions 

regarding the way in which these matters had been handled and their actions were in my 

view an act of concealment. 
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11. I referred the matter to a complaints panel and on the 16
th

 of August 2011 a preliminary 

meeting dismissed all my complaints as being vexatious. This in effect prevented any form of 

accountability and these issues from being made public. I have been on this occasion 

correctly told that I can now refer the matter to the Public Services Ombudsman.  

 

I would be very grateful if the Petitions Committee would ask the Minister if he considers such 

conduct of public business unacceptable or if he also thinks that any complaint concerning these 

issues is vexatious. Is similar conduct is going to apply to future merges. If the Minister does not 

consider this conduct acceptable what does he intend to do to remedy this situation and prevent it 

from happening again. 

 

I have also complained about the conduct of HEFCW to the Auditor General and I am waiting for a 

reply although I accept that a full decision cannot be made until my complaint to HEFCW had run its 

course. 

 

These matters raise serious public concerns regarding the elite culture within higher education that 

considers itself above any form of public accountability, and in turn raises the question of the 

membership of the proposed Universities Wales. Are independent members of the board going to 

be independent of higher education and bring in real world standards and ethics? What process of 

public complaint and whistle blowing is Universities Wales going to be put in place to incorporate an 

‘effective’ remedy in keeping with Article 13 of the European Commission on Human Rights ECHR. 

 

I am greatly concerned by the recommendation of the review ‘Accountability and achievement’ that 

Universities Wales is to be the regulator under the Charity Act 2006. The Charity Commission is 

totally independent of government and the review should not have made the assumption that it can 

simply assume this role. I will take up this matter with the Charity Commission using the recent 

complaint to HEFCW as a reason why it is not in the public interest for Universities Wales to take up 

this position and for the Charity Commission to remain the regulator. I am concerned that my 

complaint concerning Trinity St David being in breach of its Royal Charter, which could lead to it 

losing its charitable status, will go the same way as my complaints to HEFCW.  

 

  

Yours sincerely 

 

 

 

 

Trevor Mayes 
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P-03-236 The Charter for Grandchildren 

Petition wording 
 
We call upon the National Assembly of Wales to urge the Welsh Government 
to adopt The Charter for Grandchildren and to make the Charter mandatory 
for professional workers who are employed in the welfare of children. 
 

Link to petition: 
http://senedd.assemblywales.org/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=899  
 
Petition raised by: Grandparents Apart Wales 
 
Number of signatures: 19 
 
Previously considered by the Committee on: 6 October, 8 December 2009, 
27 April, 29 June, 28 September 2010, 21 June 2011. 
 
Update:  Correspondence has been received from the Deputy Minister for 
Children and Social Services (Ministerial statements included) and the 
Petitioner.  

Agenda Item 3.21
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Rhodri Wyn Jones                                                                     Frank Bradfield 

Cymorth Tîm – Pwyllgor Deisebau                                            Grandparents Apart Wales 

Team Support – Petitions Committee                                         

Gwasanaeth y Pwyllgorau                                                         

Committee Service                                                                    . 

Cynulliad Cenedlaethol Cymru                                                  

National Assembly for Wales                                             

 

                                                 PET (4) -01-11 Agenda 21-06-2011 

 

Dear Rhodri 

                                                A Charter for Grandchildren                          18th July 2011 

 

We thank the committee for their two years of deliberations regarding the above petition, and it is still 

our desire to have children’s rights enhanced and protected, and the motivation for this has not 

diminished in anyway since we petitioned the National Assembly Petitions Committee in July 2009.  

In fact when one deals with the anguish of parents and the extended family, regarding issues that 

affect them and their grand/children one appreciates that there is something radically wrong with our 

society today that we ourselves appear to be creating mainly by default.. 

As a charity we welcome many of the proposed changes the Family Justice Review Panel suggest, 

but would have liked to have seen equal parenting given more prominence and not belittled as we felt 

it was. Mediation we think should be compulsory and that cases should be time limited unless there is 

sound reason for it being otherwise. Conflicts within families that cannot be resolved in less than five 

years are completely indefensible. Family Law as it stands and we include the Children’s Act 1989 in 

this, is just being used as another money earner for those who practice in law as we have evidence 

which proves that Court Orders are not enforced, and when broken the people who suffer such 

injustice can only return to the same court to have the same Court Orders reissued again, all to the 

advantage of the lawyers – but of detriment to the children. That is a woeful fact and in any other 

department of justice would be totally unacceptable.     

 

Many family charities have written regarding their interpretation and aspirations of the Interim Report 

of the Family Justice Review, and we agree with them when they write in support of the Articles of the 

UN Convention on the Rights of the Child, but we would go further especially in response to 

paragraph 99 and the section under Private Law, where it is stated that: 

  

“Where the marriage has irrevocably broken down, couples seek to divorce and also need to 

resolve any outstanding financial issues. Where a separation involves children, arrangements 

need to be made for their care and decisions must be reached about parenting post-

separation. These are difficult emotive issues for anyone to resolve and often bring high 
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tension and distress. The family justice system cannot be expected to fix all of these 

difficulties. Instead, for those unable to resolve an issue by any other means, it must focus on 

ensuring the process achieves the best outcome possible, or the least detrimental, for those 

involved especially children.”  

 

The weakness in our opinion in this section of private law in the Interim Report, is that the children’s 

interests are only brought to the fore after the separation of the parents, and such vital decisions are 

then taken regarding the children’s future at the time of their parents’ most difficult and stressful 

period as they have to adjust to a different lifestyle and cope with the trauma that separation 

sometimes brings. 

 

This section of Private Law goes on to state the difficulties that this presents to the courts and 

agencies, and we argue that had the child’s future, wellbeing and protection been agreed and 

enshrined in a Child’s Contract before the birth of the child, then the court would have in their domain 

the defined guidelines of the parents wishes for their child prior to separation. The Child’s Contract 

would be part of a parental agreement agreed by both parents contemplating parenthood and 

recognised in law. 

 

We petitioned for a Charter for Grandchildren, as some children we feel are not given the highest 

priority in many cases when their parent’s separate or divorce, yet their welfare is paramount and 

universal. We hear about decisions taken in the best interests of the child, but, where the blood 

relations are not even consulted in any of the decisions regarding the child and then to add to their 

misery and anxiety, they are denied information on the child. In short they are totally ignored by the 

authorities. 

                                                                                                                                                      

We have cases where the grand/children have been taken away from their family and their relatives 

who are completely innocent of any wrongdoing; subsequently, are then denied any future contact 

with their grand/children including generic information. We fail to see how this can have a beneficial 

effect on the mind of a child, and we reiterate that this happens in too many cases where the 

authorities appear to have their own specific agenda which dictates that their action is in the best 

interests of the child and In many cases this has been proven not to be so, at a cost to those 

involved, both emotionally and financially  

 

We believe such action taken by the authorities will someday haunt this nation and the signs are 

there at present for all to witness as the children who feel unloved, deprived of the security and 

stability of their family, which they are made to feel has denied them so, misguidedly, seek solace and 

affection in the group culture which is a natural progression of development, that they have 

confidence in for their protection, and seen by many of them as a statement of expression.  

 

Our petition for a charter for grandchildren would protect young people and children. 

 

· When children have difficulties or problems they would expect people to get to know them, to 

speak to them and listen to what they have to say.  

· The charter would be there for children to be taken seriously, and for them to be involved in the 

decisions that affect the quality of the circumstances in their life.  
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· Children should have their privacy respected, and have people that are responsible to them 

examining their lives as a whole. 

· The charter would have people thinking carefully about how to use the information held on 

children and to put children in touch with the right people, by having Children’s Agencies using 

their power to help strengthen families. 

· The charter would help children be safe because in essence when children are given the 

highest priority then the right things happen. 

 

Our petition was submitted one year prior to the Family Justice Review Panel calling for evidence 

which we were pleased to give, and in truth we see our petition as a way forward and its principles 

clearly supported in many areas by the Family Justice Review’s Interim Report.  

 

The proposals of the Family Justice Review recognise the need for change but deal mainly with the 

issues of courts and Family Law and our proposed Charter for Grandchildren single-mindedly is all 

about the wealth and future of our nation namely the children and how to care for their protection and 

welfare within the family which will benefit society as a whole.     

 

We would hope that the Petitions Committee of the National Assembly of Wales supports the need for 

a Charter for Grandchildren and this charter to be mandatory for the use of people who work in 

children agencies, and we look forward to their decision. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Frank Bradfield,                                                                                                                                        

Grandparents Apart Wales 
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